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MANIFESTO 

of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
P.  Morris,  K.C.M.G. 


*.^ 


LpUNDLAND, 


/)/?35  -'8' 


MANIFESTO 

To  the  Electors  of  Newfoundland: 

FELLOW  COUNTRYMEN: 

As  you  are  aware,  a  General  Election  has  been  pro- 
claimed by  His  Excellency  the  (lovernor  for  the  30th  ot 
October.  On  that  day  you  will  be  called  upon  to  exercise 
your  franchise  as  free  men  in  selecting  as  your  Representa- 
tives th«»8c  NX  liom  you  think  can  be  safely  entrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs.  No  more  important  duly  tlian 
this  devolves  upon  you,  and  as  the  future  well-bemg  of  this 
Newfoundland  of  ours  depends  upon  your  decision,  it  is 
essential  that  in  the  selection  of  the  men  who  are  .o  be  your 
trustees,  every  care  should  be  exercised  by  you. 

To  aid  you  in  arriving  at  a  decision  in  this  momentous 
11;  alter,  permit  me  to 

BRIEFLY  REVIEW  THE  EVENTS  OF  THE 
PAST  FEW  YEARS. 

and  to  draw  therefrom  the  lessons  which  should  inflnonce 
every  right-thinking  man  in  the  exercise  of  his  f mictions 
as  a  citizen  and  voter,  conscientiously  endeavoring  to  do 
his  duty  by  himself  and  his  country. 

When,  in  the  summer  of  1907,  I  retired  from  Sir 
Robert  Bond's  Cabinet,  after  having  been,  for  nearly  a 
i;narter  of  a  century,  identified  with  the  public  life  of  the 
Colony,  giving  up  the  Attorney  Generalship  and  th(  ssured 
reversion  of  that  party's  leadership,  I  sacrificed  Nsliatever 
prospects  the  future  had  for  me  in  that  association,  be- 
cause I  felt  strongly  that  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  to 
our  workingmen  should  be  substantially  increased,  and 
conditioas  of  real  progress  stimulated.    Hence,  when  a  few 


iiiniillis  I;il(r.  1  was  n  (|iiistcil  J»y  npn  sculiilivc  clccldrs 
ol  flu-  nhoU-  ooinilry  iiicliKliiiM  llu'  (  uliic  Opposilion  I'l 
flic  Lt-Misliilii'"*'.  !>"<'  »»vlioi!s  dl'  the  Li!);rnl  P.-irly  wljicli, 
like  mysiir.  fill  <liss;iti.slK<i  wilh  \hv  poliiy  IIhmi  biiii^ 
piirsiK'd. 

TO  OUGANIZE  A  POLITICAL  PARTY  WHICH 

SHOULD  BE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  AND 

FOR  THE  PEOPLE, 

1  M'lcdrjl  lo  llif  ncpirsl  hic-aiisf  F  Ixlit  v<  (1  tiiiit  at  llu-  licad 
(il  siicli  a  parly,  m  i  iilrusUd  '.villi  powir.  1  could  <1«»  nuuii  lo 
iiunrovt    tlir  coiulilioii  oi"  •!        '<ui'lry  and  of  lliosc     who 

(Iwi  11  \.    'il!  il. 

Tiif  i)rir.cipal  fialiins  of  tli    pcdioy  of  Ihal  parly  were: 

REDUCTION  OF  TAXATION. 

IIRANCH  RAILWAY  EXTENSION. 

Ol.D  AGE  PENSIONS. 

EDUCATIONAL  ADVANCE. 

FISHERY  DEVELOPMENT. 

TELE(iRAPH  AND  MARCONI  T  ViENSION. 

AGRICULTURAL  PROGRESS. 

IMPROVED  COASTAL  AND  BAY  STEAM  SERVICL" 

ENCOURAGEMENT  IN  MINING  MATT.-RS. 

DREDGING  OUR  SHALLOW  HARBORS. 

MORE  FOG  ALARMS,  LIGHTHOUSES  AND  OTH- 

ER  COAST  AIDS. 
IMPROVEMENTS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  ASYLUMS 
AND  CONSERVATION  OF     Tlir-     PUBLIC 
HEAf-TH. 
Tlirsr  i>roposals  were  nut  by  our  oppouciils,  not  with 
any  oilier  poliry  t-aKiilalcd  to  allaiii  llir  same  end,  hut  by 
an  alleni|)l  to  sfaiii|H«le  \h''  eKctors  a.^ainst  our  parly  by 
the  repealed  declaration  tlial  this  pr()}«ram 

COULD  RESULT  ONLY  IN  BANKRUPTING  THE 

COLONY  AND  KRINGING  ABOUT 

CONFEDERATION. 

l<:v(  ry  ai^eiicy  p'  ssiblc  was  ulilized  in  the  endeavor  to  pcr- 
siia<le  the  electors  llnil  if  we  were  returned  lo  power  the 
attempt  lo  carry  this  policy  into  i  IVecl  would  inevitably 


)k'  followid  l>v  such  lini.mii.l  .lislnrl.asi.cs  ns  wntiM  J)rinK 
«lowii  our  wIh.Ic  n.mimiriiil  Inhrii-  imd  i:mM   :i  nlurn  In 
ilu-  coiHlHions  wlikli  many  will  nincmln  r  as  luivmu  l«»l- 
!o\vi-(l  u|H.n  llu-  mcmoral.lc  Hank  disasUrs  <.!  marly  twc    .y 
years  a««..     In  spile,  lu.w.v.r,  <.r  all   llusr  whs,  and  <•! 
otluT  and   more  rcpnlunsiblr  clVorls     to   inllmiKV     llir 
dcctoraU-.  Hk-  p<«.ple  showed  suc-h  a  lonlidenn    in     our 
partv  and  in  Us  i)led«es  Ihat.  when  the  hallols  were  eount- 
od  it  was  seen  Iha'  Sir  Hoherl  Bond  who.  four  years  i)n - 
viouslv,  had  swei)t  iHe  country  with  'M\  seats  against  C.  now 
held  only  IS.  while  we  st  (  ured  the  same  nund)er.  nolwilh- 
standin«  all  the  a.lvaMtaj^.      v,  hieh  the  (lovennnent  ol   the 
day  had  in  llu-  pos— ioi.  ol    lar,a«    sums  of  money     lor 
public  works 

srENT  SO  extrava(;am  y  throughout 

THE  DISTRICTS,  THAT     'HE    RESULT 

WAS  A  on  TC IT  O'       ^^     HIN- 

DRED    ANi)    M  M^'E 

THOUSAND  DO      ARS 

WHEN  THE  YE    ^'S 

ACCOUNTS  WEi   ^ 

MADE  UP. 

Virtually  defeated  though  he  was,  '^ 
clunfi  to  olTite  until  he  was  unable  to  ■ 
longer;  when,  unwillin.^  to  meet   the  Ii< 
he  tendered  his  resignation,  wliereupon  1 
His  Exeelleney  the  (lovemor  to  form  a  Mi 
did,  and  i  •  the  second  election,  in  May,  I'M' 
Party  was  nturned  lriumi)hanlly  with  2(5  i 
a  seat  in  th«  District  of  Hurin  having  since  ' 
bye-clectioii. 


v> 


bert 


Bond 

th<  '■''  anv 
'ily. 


ird 


The   time  has  arrived  when  the  Gove.     ni.  wliuli 

speaks  for  the  People's  Party,  is  called  v]Hn  to  ,^ive  you 
an  account  of  its  stewardship;  in  other  xords  to  satisfy 
you,  if  you  are  u..t  already  satisfied,  that  the  contrar'.^  wo 
made  with  you,  tiie  policies  wc  outlin-d  to  you,  the  pU  .Iges 
we  gave  tc  yea,  the  undertakings  we  assumed  f<.r  ;  .n 


HAVE  BEEN  CARRIED  OUT  AS  Fi'LLT  AND  AS 

FRUITFULI.Y  AS  HUMAN  AiiENCIES 

COULD  ACHIEVE. 

Look  at  till-  list  of  our  promisos  eiuinurati'd  iibo\'t',  and 
!isk  yours«lvi's,  as  lioiust  iiu-n,  whitlur  or  not  wo  have 
r  irly  ina«U-  ««><x'  '»">"  ol)lif*atlons  in  tlu'so  iliri'ctions?  Ask 
voursolvis,  lu. thfi-niort'.  wiutlur  \\v  liavi-  not  done  more 
ill  four  short  years  to  in-.i)r(»vf  the  circunistantH's  of  thr 
poopU'  (»f  tills  country  than  any  previous  Government  in 
the  whole  period  of  its  existence? 

We  arc  building  the  lirancli  niihvays,  and  not  alone 
without  incnasii.«  taxation,  as  our  oppoiuMits  c!:  irfied 
fivf  years  a«o  that  we  would  liave  to  do;  but  in  addition  lo 
carryiiiM  out  the  railway  policy  we  have  paid  for  every 
main  feature  of  our  jiro^rani  with  the  current  re\  i!'t«  of 
llie  Colony,  and  have,  in  ad<lilion,  provided  sulistantial  sur- 
pluses each  year;  and  finally,  at  the  last  session  we  put  in 
operation  a  policy  of  reducing  taxation  which  returns  to  the 
people  of  the  country  the  e(|uivalent  of  $  l()(),()0()  annually. 

THE  LARGEST  REDUCTION  OF  TAXATION 
EVER  EFFECTED  BY  ANY  ADMINISTRA- 
TION HERE,  AND  MORE  THAN  TWICE 
AS  GREAT  AS  ANY  ATTEMPTED 
BY  THE  BOND  PARTY. 

Ev(  n  in  the  case  of  the  Bon<l  Party  it  is  now  an  indisputable 
fact  that  when  tlii'  duty  was  removed  from  certain  articles, 
the  duty  on  other  articles  was  so  increased  as  to  bring  back 
to  the  treasury  not  alone  all  that  was  given  to  the  people 
in  im..Hinary  reductions,  but  really  $35,000  a  year  more. 
In  our  case  the  reduction  was  actual,  genuine  and  com- 
plete. The  whole  amount  was  taken  off  and  nothing  what- 
ever was  put  on  other  articles. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  never  at  any  time  was  therf 
in  this  country,  or  in  any  country,  a  more  striking  instance 
of  a  policy  of  great  progress  being  more  abundantly  and 
eoinpletely  justified  than  in  llie  ease  of  Newfouii-Hand  the 
past  four  years.  Stagnation  had  prevailed  previously, 
people  were  fleeing  fitim  the  country  wholesale,  and  when 
we  took  office  there  was  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury  of  vir- 
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tually  •  ^  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars,  which  had  lo  Ik* 
|iriivi<Ku  lor.  Within  a  year  \\r  iiad  transfornu'd  this  into 
a  sundus  of  JiClUMHM).  Twelve  months  hil«r,  though  pro- 
viding in  the  nuaiilinie  the  interest  on  railway  construc- 
tion, we  had  a  surplus  of  |172,(MK).  A  year  lat«r,  thouf-h 
sulMtantially  iucreasiuH  the  vdle  for  various  |nihlic  ser- 
vices, we  had  a  surplus  of  $2I2.<HM)  and  for  the  fiscal  year 
upon  which  we  have  ,k»w  entere<l  the  esliniate<l  sun>hiH  is 
.fU.VKK).  That  these  surpluses  are  genuine  is  proved  hy 
the  following  certiticate  fr«tni  the  Amlilor-C.eneral:   - 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S  CERTIFICATE. 

.uditor  (leneral's  Office, 
St.  .lohn's,  Newft>und!.ind, 

S*ptendKT  22n(l.  ini.l. 

Sirr-In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  askinj* 
luc  to  state  the  aujount  of  tlie  deficit  or  shortage  in  the 
Colony's  revenue  for  tiie  fiseal  year  1<M)H-(H),  and  the 
lunoimt  of  the  surpluses  for  the  succeeding  years  to  date, 
I  bc(?  to  reply  as  follows: 

l«K)8-0<>- deficit Ji-'I9'),*221..T, 

lOOlMO-surplus 310,2i:j.<K) 

.  1910-11—      "       172,379.91 

1911-12—       "         211,803.36 

1912-13—      "       (Estimated)  .  .     115,000.00 

Tlic  surplus  in  \A()  was  really  $120,213.90,  but  you 
will  remember  that  in  the  session  of  1910,  aniicipating  the 
closiiifi  of  till'  accounts  in  that  yiar,  the  Lef«islature  voted 
$100,000  for  the  rei)airs  of  nuirinc  works  danuiged  and 
destroyed  by  storms  around  the  coast  in  December,  1909; 
and  $10,000  for  the  Feiitival  of  Empire. 

Yours  truly, 

F.  C.  BEHTEAU, 

Comptroller  and  Auditor  General. 

We  expcnde<l  the  money  represented  by  these  sur- 
pluses in  increasing  the  grants  for  the  various  public 
services — roads,  bridges,  marine  works,  telegraph  exten- 
sion, Old  Age  Pensions,  Lightlionses,  Fog  Alarms,  Educa- 
tion, etc.,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  following  certificates: 
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CERTIFICATE  FROM  PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPT. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
September  22nd,  1913. 

Sir, — 

The  amount  expended  on  public  works  from  Surpluses 

ovei-    ind  above  the  regular  grants,  during  the  past  four 

years,  was  as  follows: 

1909-10 $  .52,769.00 

1910-11    47,00.1.00 

1911-12 143,399.97 

1912-13 120,926.33 

Total 1364,100.30 

Yours  truly, 

.lAMES  HARRIS, 

Secretary. 

CERTIFICATE  FROM  FISHERIES  DEFT. 

Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries, 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 

September  24th,  1913. 

Sir, — 

The  amount  expended  on  Marine  Works  from  Sur- 
pluses over  and  above  the  regular  grants  during  the  past 
four  years  was  as  follows: 

1919-10 $61,485.20 

1910-11 40,355.55 

1911-12 47,792.95 

1912-13 78,515.94 

Total $228,149.64 

Yours  truly, 

ALAN  GOODRIDGE, 
V  Deputy  Minister. 


MM 
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CERTIFICATE  FROM  LIGHTHOUSE  DEPT. 

Li^hlliouso  DopartnuMit, 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 

September  Gth,  1913. 

Sir,- 

li'  reply  to  yours  d:ite<l  Isl  iiist,  1  bej*  to  inform  you  as 
fo".)n'S. 

1 ,  Nunilur  of  IJjUbtiiouses  opened  and  in 

operalion  sinee   IHOS '^8 

2.  NundxrofLiqlilliouses  now  in  course 

o!"  eonslriielion !•> 

;].     Lii-i  ill  louses  improved  since  l')()S  ...      18 
4.     Fo{?  Alarms  opened  and  in  operation 

durinj'  same  period ;» 

.').     Fo}^  AhuMus  now  in  course  of     con- 
struction          8 

6.     Fog  Alarms  improved  since  15)08  ..       '^ 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing  I  migid  say  that  twenty- 
five  wharf  and  small  fishing  lights  have  been  supplied  to 
ditTerent  harbors  around  llie  coast. 

Trusting  this  information  is  satisfactory, 
1  have  tin-  honour  to  1h>,  Sir. 

Your  obedient  s'-rvant, 

H.  WHITE, 
Inspector  of  Lighthouses. 

CERTIFICATE  FROM  POSTAL  DEPT. 

Newfoundland  Postal  Telegraphs, 

St.  .lohn's,  Nev>  foundland, 

September  2-'),  1913. 

Sir,— 

At  the  end  of  1908  wc  had  123  Telegraph  Offices  open 
and  in  operation.     Since  then  we  have  opened     54     new 

olTiccs. 

Ill  1908  we  had  10  local  cables,  aggregating  19  miles 
in  t)peration.  Since  then  wc  have  laid  18  cables  aggregat- 
ing 42%  niiles. 

Yours  very  truly, 

DAVID  STOTT, 

Superintendent. 
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The  foregoing  documents  speak  for  thonselvet.   They  , 
show  that  all  of  this  money  has  gone  amongst  the  ifet^Ie 
for  expenditure  on  services  through  which  they  get  direct 
and  substantial  benefit;  and  they  show,  moreover, 

THAT  THE  PRESENT  GOVERNMENT  HAS 
DONE  MORE  FOR  THE  PEOPLE  IN  ALL 
THESE  RESPECT'S  THAN  ANY  GOV- 
ERNMENT WHICH  PRECEDED  IT. 

But  this  does  not  represent  anything  like  the  sum  of 
our  achievements  on  behalf  of  the  people.  The  regular  votes 
for  every  public  service  were  largely  increased  during  our 
term  of  office,  owing  to  the  greatly  augmented  revenues 
which  followed  from  our  progressive  policy,  and  we  were 
able  to  provide  appropriations  for  the  various  services 
which  increased  from  $2,699,398  in  1908,  to  $3,736,034 
in  1913. 

At  the  same  time  our  policy  so  stimulated  industrial 
progress  locally  that  whereas  when  we  took  office  thou- 
sands were -seeking  employment  and  unable  to  obtain^  it, 
to-day  not  alone  is  there  ample  work  for  all  in  Newfound- 
land, but  great  numbers  of  our  exiled  sons  are  returning 
because  they  can  do  better  at  home  than  they  can  abroad. 
Wages  are  higher,  employment  more  abundant,  occupa- 
tions more  diversiiied,  and  new  industrial  conditions  have 
been  created  whereby 

EVERY  MAN  WHO  IS  WILLING  TO  WORK  CAN 

OBTAIN     EMPLOYMENT     THE     WHOLE 

YEAR  ROUND,  AND  AT  A  RATE  OF 

WAGES  HIGHER  THAN  EVER 

BEFORE. 

This  then,  gentlemen,  in  brief,  is  the  record  of  our 
work  since  we  took  office  in  the  early  days  of  March,  1909, 
four  and  a  half  years  ago,  and  I  put  it  to  you  squarely — if 
we  have  done  this  in  one  term,  if  we  have  raised  this  coun- 
try to  a  plane  of  prosperity  such  as  she  never  previously 
attained,  "f  we  have  stabilitated  industrial  and  commer- 
cial enterprise,  reduced  taxation  and  enlarged  the  avenues 
of  judicious  public  outlay,  if  we  have  brought  home  to 


every  man  woman  and  child  in  the  Island,  no  matter  how 
poor  or  remotely  located  a  share  of  all  these  good  things, 
are  we  not  justified  in  asking  you  to  entrust  us  with  office 
for  another  four  years  that  we  may  continue  our  work  of 
uplifting  this  country,  enhancing  its  prosperity  and  adding 
to  the  material  betterment  of  those  who  dwell  within  its 
borders? 

I  shall  now  set  out  the  programme  which  we  propose, 
if  entrusted  with  a  renewal  of  power,  to  carry  into  effect 
within  the  next  four  years. 

REDUCTION  OF  TAXATION. 

That  the  People's  Party  could  have  accomplished  what 
it  outlined  five  years  ago  in  the  way  of  public  improve- 
ments, and  at  the  same  time  cfTcct  a  reduction  of  taxation, 
wps  ridiculed  by  our  opponents  as  wholly  impossible,  but 
as  I  have  already  pointed  out'  in  this  Address,  the  present 
Government  proved  itself  able  to  effect  these  results  and 
to  remove  the  taxes  from  beef,  pork,  sugar,  tea  and  other 
articles  to  the  amount  of  $400,000  a  year,  while  at  the  same 
time  increasing  the  votes  for  Education,  Lighthouses,  Re- 
lief of  the  Poor,  Roads  and  Bridges,  Old  Age  Pensions, 
Coastal  and  Bay  Steam,  Telegraph  Services,  etc.,  to  the 
extent  of  one  million  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually. Realizing,  however,  that  there  are  still  inequali- 
ties in  the  Tariff  which  can  be  adjusted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  lessen  the  cost  of  living,  and  diminish  the  burden  borne 
by  those  least  able  to  bear  it,  one  of  our  first  tasks  shall 
be  a  further  revision  of  the  Tariff  in  this  direction. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 

No  feature  of  the  Government's  policy  was  more  ve- 
hemently denounced  than  that  which  promised  an  Old 
Age  Pension  to  our  toil-worn  workers,  and  this  by  men 
who  themselves  spent  eight  years  toying  with  the  project 
and  accomplished  nothing.  To-day  there  are  twelve  hun- 
dred aged  people  receiving  a  pension  of  fifty  dollars  a 
year,  and  it  is  our  intention,  if  elected,  to  add  four  hundred 
annually  henceforti)  reducing,  at  the  same  time,  the  age 
limit  to  seventy  years,  as  I  foreshadowed  when  introducing 
the  measure  four  years  ago.  At  the  same  time  I  intimated 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  extend  its  operations  to  cases 
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of  dcseiving  women  also,  and  1  confidonlly  \xi)oct  that  we 
can  make  provision  for  tlu-ni  as  well. 

Sir  Robert  Bond  in  liis  Manifesto  issued  on  Saturday 
lust  advocated  old  at;e  pensions  for  everyhody,  l.nt  took 
care  not  to  include  it  in  tiie  lwenty-sev<>n  promises  which 
comprehend  his  policy  for  tl.e  future.  This  procedure  is 
a  deliberate  and  diserecUlable  ;illempl  to  deceive  Hie  c<»un- 
try.  Sir  Robert  Hond  has  no  inlenlion  wliatever  of  canyin.a 
out  any  such  old  a.t{e  pe:ision  scli«  me  you  have  Only  to 
look  at  his  record  on  lliis  ((laslion  when  he  was  last  in 
power  to  realize  that  fact,  lie  knows  very  well  that  what 
he  calls  a  universal  i)ension  scheme  would  involve  in  an- 
nual outlay  of  at  l-asl  half  a  ntillion  dollars  per  year,  and 
the  dishonesty  of  this  proposil.on  is  bcMt  sliown  liy  his 
denouncinj«  our  parly  elsewhere  'u  Ihe  same  manifesio 
for  speujlin^  !t?2(K).(K)(>  per  y.-ar  in  inlenst  on  railway  con- 
struction to  develoj)  the  couiiHry. 

BRANCH  RAILWAYS. 

Maviuf*  conclusively  dinioiislraUd  to  Ihis  eounlry  Ihd 
the  arf^ument  of  our  opP'»"*'"*-^  •''-'  *'^*'  '>i'i'd'"M  <»'"  •'"' 
branch  railways  would  involve  the  Colony  in  financial 
ruin  was  absolutely  unfounded,  it  will  be  our  aim  and 
object,  accordiii.i,'  as  the  lir.nneial  eondilion  of  the  Colony 
will  permit,  to  providi-  i  xlensions  of  Ihe  railway  system 
in  directions  wl.ere  Ihe  net  d  for  such  is  most  ai)i)arenl. 
In  view  of  the  manner  in  which  this  Covernmenl  has  hus- 
banded the  resources  of  tiic  Colony  (.,i  llie  one  hand,  and 
promoted  in<luslrial  a-'vauv-e  on  llie  other,  we  fei-l  con- 
fident that  the  country  will  accept  our  assurance  Ihat  this 
policy  of  further  railway  exiension  will  be  carried  ou'  only 
at  such  times  and  lo  such  an  extent  as  may  wilh  safety  be 
done,  haviuf*  rei»ard  to  other  oblij^alioiis  Hku  will  hav(>  to 
be  met  in  mainlainiuf*  the  country  in  llie  same  solvent  and 
prosperous  condition  in  which  it  rejoices  to-day. 

FISHERY  POLICY. 

Realizing  that  for  many  yea  ;  to  come  the  fisheries  of 
the  Colony  must  be  its  maii'.slay,  we  pnjmptly  .^rapjiled 
with  the  problem  of  increasing  for  our  jieople  the  value  of 
their  earnings  from  the  ocean,  nolably  by  our  conciliatory 
attitude  towards  the  United  Stales  of  America,  with     the 
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result  that  to-day  we  are  assured  of  free  entry  into  that 
valuable  and  ever-growing  market  for  all  our  fishery  pro- 
ducts witlumt  having  to  give  any  onipensating  advantage 
in  return,  whereas  the  policy  of  Sir  Robert  Bond  wa^    to 
purchase  this  priv'ege  by  graiiting  American  fishermen 
free  access  to  our  bait  supi)ly.    With  the  advantages  which 
the  free  entry  of  our  fish  makes  available,  we  can  do  much 
moi-e  in  the  coming  years  by  w«)rking  up  this  American 
market,  and  by  applying  new  methcKls  in  the  preparation 
of  our  fi^^h,  but  especially  by  developing  the  export  of  fres.i 
fish,  for  v'hich  90,()00,(KK)  people  in  the  neighbouring  Re- 
public are  alwavs  available.    II  will  be  our  earnest  endeav- 
our to  facilitate  by  every  possible  means  the  progress  of  the 
Colony's  fishing  industry  along  these  lines  or  any  others 
conducing  to    is  general  a<lvancenient. 

SUPPLY  OF  BAIT. 

We  propose  to  lake  meah'ires  to  i)rovide  a  supply  of 
bait  for  our  fishermen.  Heretofore  attempts  have  been 
made  to  acco.npUsh  tiiis  by  dealing  with  i)rivate  corpora- 
tions and  individuals  from  abroa<l  but  without  effect,  and 
now  ♦he  Government  aims  to  bring  about  this  result  by 
invf  ating  the  systems  aclopted  in  other  countries  in 
relai.  i  to  the  supply  of  bail,  with  ;>  view  of  applying  the 
saiv.o  to  this  country,  and  arranging  for  the  distri'.jution  of 
bail  to  the  fishermen  in  such  a  manner  as  will  enabU  them 
to  avoid  the  serious  losses  that  now  follow  the  failure  to 
obtain  bait  when  fish  are  abundant. 

FOSTERING  THE  FISHERIES. 

During  the  past  four  years  we  have  been  endeavouring 
to  assist  the  fish.-rmen  and  foster  the  fishing  industry  in 
the  following  ways:— 

1.  Creating  an  insurance  fund  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  lose  their  bread-winners  by  marine  disasters. 

2.  Providing  a  daily  telegraphic  Bait  and  Fishery 
intelligence  service  all  over  the  Island,  and  establishing  a 
Weather  Office  that  sends  news  twice  a  day  to  every  part 
of  the  country  telling  of  weather  conditions  so  as  to  make  it 
safe  ior  the  fishermen. 

3.  Securing  the  building  of  five  factories  for  the  con- 
version of  fish  offal  and  dogfish  ^  to  fertilizer  and  glue,  the 
first  of  which  is  now  in  operation  at  Burnt  Islands. 
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4.  Restoring  friendly  relations  with  the  Americans 
so  as  to  increase  the  herring  fishery  an'^^  the  returns  our 
people  get  from  it. 

5.  Prohibiting  steamers  from  cngc.ging  in  the  La- 
brador fishery,  so  that  our  sailing  crafts  might  not  be 
crowded  out. 

6.  Establishing  trade  agencies  abroad  to  promote 
better  markets  for  our  fish. 

7.  Initiating  lobster  brceolng  experiments  last  year 
with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

8.  Promoting  a  movement  with  Canada  to  prevent 
steam  trawling  on  the  Grand  Banks. 

9.  Placing  a  steamer  on  Northern  Labrdor  for  the 
benefit  of  fishermen  operating  there. 

10.  Establishing  and  improving  77  lighthouses  and 
fog  alarms  around  our  coast  and  along  Labrador  to  help 
the  fishermen. 

IL  Arranging  for  a  suryey  of  the  Labrador  coast 
so  as  to  open  up  new  fishing  grounds. 

12.  Guaranteeing  the  construction  of  docks  at  Har- 
bor Grace  and  other  centres,  thus  creating  new  industries 
and  providing  a  ready  and  cheap  means  for  the  dockage 
of  fishing  vessels. 

13.  Carrying  out  a  vigorous  policy  for  aiding  every 
man  or  vessel  in  distress  or  danger  round  our  coast. 

14.  Providing  a  dredge  for  the  dredging  of  shallow 
harbours  all  round  the  seaboard. 

15.  Incorporating  a  local  Marine  Insurance  Company 
for  the  benef't  of  the  fish  trading  vessels. 

16.  Extending  the  telegrrph  system  to  districts  pre- 
viously without  it  and  establishing  more  wireless  stations 
on  the  North  Coast  and  Labrador. 

Our  policy  henceforth  will  be  to  continue  to  provide 
judicious  encouragement  for  the  fishing  industry  along 
these  and  other  lines  remembering  that  the  three  essentials 
for  which  all — government,  merchants  and  fishermen — 
should  strive,  are  the  development  of  the  fisheries  them- 
selves, the  securing  of  higher  prices  for  the  catch,  and  the 
opening  up  of  new  markets. 
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PREVENTING  WASTE  IN  THE  FISHERIES. 

In  addition  to  developing  new  markets,  putting  up  fish 
in  iicwer  and  more  attractive  forms,  and  promoting  a 
fresh  fish  industry  another  factor  in  increasing  the  value 
of  our  fishery  products  to  the  people  is  that  of  coping 
with  the  waste  that  now  exists  in  connection  with  the  con- 
version of  our  fishery  products  into  marketable  commo- 
dities. They  waste  from  our  fish  to-day  is  enormous.  Fully 
one-third  of  every  codfish  is  not  usable,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, having  this  in  view,  eiTectcd  arrangements  a  year 
ago  witli  an  American  Company  to  estblish  five  factoties 
in  Newfoundland  to  convert  fish  offal  into  fertilizer  and 
glue,  and  to  use  in  addition  in  their  process  the  dogfish 
which  now  are  proving  so  serious  a  menace  to  the  codfish- 
ery.  One  of  the  factories  is  at  present  in  operation  at 
burnt  Island,  iii  Burgeo  District,  with  highly  satisfactory 
results,  and  the  construction  of  the  others  will  follow  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  Govern- 
ment hope  to  induce  these  capitalists,  or  others,  to  enlarge 
their  operations  in  this  respect  in  the  near  future,  so  as  to 
provide  one  of  these  factories  in  every  large  fishing  section, 
a' id  thereby  enable  the  people  to  turn  into  cash  whaLis  at 
present  valueless  material. 

LOBSTER  FISHERY. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  features  of  the  lobster  fish- 
ery is  the  fact  that  since  1889,  or  in  less  than  25  years,  the 
catch  of  lobsters  has  steadily  declined  from  76,226  cases 
to  26,170  case3  in  1912,  which,  at  the  current  price,  repre- 
sents a  loss  to  the  countr>'  of  over  a  million  dollars  a  year. 
To  arrest  the  further  decline  of  this  valuable  fishery  and 
to  insure  to  our  people  a  larger  share  of  the  splendid  re- 
turns now  coming  from  the  high  price  of  'obsters,  the  Gov- 
ernment proposes  to  continue  its  policy  in  the  direction  of 
the  preservation  of  the  seed  lobster  a;id  to  apply  to  this 
object  the  most  modern  methods  in  use  in  other  countries, 
to  increase  the  supply  available,  so  that  this  m.>st  desirable 
result  may  be  speedily  achieved. 

THE  CULL  OF  FISH. 

The  question  of  the  cull  of  fish  is  u.ie  that  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Government  since  taking  oflFice,  and 
public  conferences  have  been  held  with  the  fishermen  with 
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rc«anl  thereto.  Armed  with  the  information  thus  obtained 
and  witli  other  information  that  may  Ikj  procunible,  legis- 
lation will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  qucsUon  m  all  its 

issues. 

AGRICULTURE. 

No  department  of  the  industrial  existence  of  this  Col- 
ony was  more  neglected  than  that  of  Agriculture  before 
this  (lovernment  assumed  power,  and  no  feature  of  our 
policy  has  been  more  bitterly  assailed,  than  that  whereby 
we  sought  to  improve  it,  because,  of  course,  our  success 
by  contrast  with  the  failure  of  the  Bond  Party  has  been 
Uie  more  remarkable  by  the  creation  of  100  agricultural 
societies  all  over  the  island,  the  promoting  of  exhibitions 
in  various  disf  icts,  and  the  securing  of  a  cheap  and  uniform 
rate  for  agricultural  products  by  trains  and  steamers  for 
the  whole  Island.    Already  the  atlvantages  of  this  progres- 
sive and  comprehensive  policy  are     showing     themselves 
throughout  the  Colony,  and  that  they  will  continue  to  exer- 
cise a  marked  influence  on  the  development  of  our  agri- 
cultural resources  in  the  future  is  indisputable.    We  pro- 
pose to  continue  and  expand  this  policy  henceforth,  m  the 
confident  expectaUon  that  before  many  years  the  greater 
part  of  the  millions  now  sent  abroad  for  the  purchase  of 
foodstuffs  that  are  procurable  locally  will  be  retained  at 
home,  and  the  labor  and  possibilities  of  profit  embocUed  m 
producing  Ihese  articles  afforded  our  own  people. 

COAL  AND  OIL. 

Impressed  with  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  creat- 
ed by  the  price  of  coal,  the  Government  has  endeavoured 
to  induce  outside  caijitalists  to  undertake  the  de^^elopment 
of  our  coal  areas,  just  as  our  predecessors  had  made  similar 
and  unavailing  eflorts  with  the  Messrs.  Reid,  and  also  the 
Messrs.  Harmsworth;  and  to  that  end  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  the  working  of  our  coal  areas;  but  no  result  en- 
suing, the  (iovernment  has  begun  negotiations  with  the 
Imperial  authorities  with  a  view  to  securing  the  services 
of  Professor  Dunstaii,  the  Director  of  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute in  London,  who  will  come  here  early  next  year  and 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  our  coal  areas,  and  also- 
investigate  the  possibilities  of  the  country  in  relation  to  oil 
shale,  extensive  deposits  of  which  are  known  to  exist  on 
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tho  branch  lino  of  railway  now  Ixins  built  t<.  Hi.mu'  Buy. 
nnd  llK-  inipcrl;....!-  ..r  wbici.  is  nrvMW  iuorcnHi-.l  by  the 
lact  Uial  llu-  Achnirally  nn  si<kin«  lo  sccurt'  wilhni  the  Em- 
pire su|)i)hts  ol"  oil  for  lufl  lor  the  Navy. 

ENCOURAGEMENT    OF  HOME    INDUSTRIES. 

Following  on   Ihc  policv  so  succcssliilly  inau«urato(l 
by  lliis  (iovcrnnuM.l,  by  i,n.vi<lini^  a  sUnnihis  for  llu-  estalj- 
lishin.nl  ol  (lodes  al  Harbor  (.rac-c  and  olluT  points,  as  well 
as  the  industrial  pn-j.-cls  now  in  oj  vralion.  we  have     u. 
view  u  eoniprehcMisive  scheme  whereby  other  larso  labor- 
uivin.'  iiH'i.strits  will  be  cslablished  in  the  Coh.ny  durin« 
the  n"xt  lew  vears.  wliich  will  alTord  employment  to  lar«e 
nuni!)ers  of  our  people  and   transform  into     commercial 
coninu.dilies  mwltrial   at  present  lyinj?  useless.     The  ad- 
vanli'Ues  of  a  pt.licx'  of  eneoura.Min.q  h«»me  industries  are 
too  appar'Mit  to  nird  elaboration.    The  local  industries  we 
p(>ss<ss  lo-(lav  iiave  done  mu<li  to  solve  the  problem     of 
providiim  labor  for  our  p(<.!)le  at  high  wafies,  and     any 
addition  we  can  make  to  these  enterprises  will- not  alone 
secure   einploymenl   lor  others  but  help   io  increase   the 
wages  of  operatives  in  concerns  at  present  in  existence. 

EDUCATION. 

During  our  term  of  olVice,  as  you  are  awan-,  we  as- 
sisted Education  to  an  extent  never  before  »»^'"Jl't"l-    ^^ 
increased  the  Education  grant  by  more  than  .^lOO,^^  in 
four  vears,  a  larger  increase  than  the  Bond  party  made  in 
nine  vears.     \\\   pn.vided  for  schiH>ls  in  every  settlement, 
with  sririei^id  ehihlnn  of  a  schoolable  age  lo  make  up  a 
•     s.lmo!      We  made  a  special  i-nml  of  SKMMMW)  lo  construct 
new  buihiings  aud  imi>rove  old  ones.       We  created  pen- 
sions for  seiioc^'.-Unehers  and  gave  b:<lncalion  such  an  up- 
lill  as  n.nv  had  <v.>r  given  il  previously.     Our  ann  is  to 
lurllur  adil   lo  the   votes  for  Education  as  generously  as 
ini.v   Mr„ve   i;<.ssibie.   consistent   with   the   Cohmy's     other 
„!,!i..'lions,  aiul  to  provide  for  the  eslablishing  oi  Contmu- 
■ilion  or  Xiuht  Schools  in  the  Outports  and  St.  Johns,  as 
announced  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  where  our 
V'.  ing  people  who  have  left  school  may  receive  instruction 
in  subjecls  calculat.-d  to  assist  them  in  furthering     their 
fishery  and  industrial  avocations. 
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MORE  MAIN-UNE  ROADa 

Aji  the  advantages  of  tlie  branch  lines  of  railway  are 
being  brought  home  to  the  people  of  the  extern  districts, 
the  need  for  main-line  roads  to  connect  with  the  railway 
those  other  scclions  which  are  not  directly  tapped  by  the 
branches,  and  to  alTorl  access  to  areas  of  agricultural  land 
dose  to  the  railway  which  can  be  formed  w'j^th  the  best  pros- 
pects of  profit,  boconus  more  and  hiore  apparent,  while 
the  claims  of  those  sections  of  our  seaboard,  not  served  by 
Ihe  railway,  to  better  means  of  communication,  likewise 
call  for  our  best  consideration.  The  Government  has  made 
a  start  in  this  direction  in  providing  such  roads  during  the 
term  now  ending,  and  will  continue  this  policy  on  a  larger 
scale  the  coming  four  years. 

THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  problem  of  safeguarr'ng  the  health  of  the  people 
was  one  that  pressed  on  us  so  imperatively  that  action 
with  regard  to  it  could  no  longer  be  postponed.  We  know 
on  the  autliority  of  our  late  Governor,  Sir  William  Mac- 
Gregor,  and  the  leading  medical  men  of  the  Colony,  that 
nearly  one  thousand  persons  amongst  us  die  every  year  of 
consumption,  and  at  least  as  many  more  of  infantile  dis- 
eases and  maladies  easily  preventable  by  medical  science, 
and  it  is  also  certain  that  a  large  percentage  of  these  losses 
is  due  to  bad  water  supply  in  many  of  the  Outports.  Here- 
tofore legislation  has  provided  for  a  good  supply  for  St. 
John's,  Harbor  Grace,  Carbonear,  Heart's  Content  ai  ' 
Placcntia,  and  these  places  liave  been  enabled  to  cope  wit 
this  contingciicy.  The  Government  now  proposes  to  in- 
augurate a  policy  of  assuring  to  other  places  a  similar  con- 
venience; and,  where  such  is  not  possible,  providing  pro- 
l)erly  covered  sanitaiy  wells  with  pumps,  according  to  the 
most  modern  ideas,  so  as  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  men- 
ace to  their  physical  welfare.  At  the  same  time  the  policy 
of  coping  witli  Tuberculosis  by  means  of  an  active  medical 
campaign  will  be  continued. 

ADVERTISING^  THE    COLONY'S  RESOURCES. 

The  present  Government  has  made  a  special  effort, 
since  taking  office,  to  bring  before  the  outside  world  the 
advantages  of  this  country  for  the  settler,  the  capitalist. 
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the  Hp«r.s.nnu  and  llu-  lourist.  in  llu-  '-'-'f  J^-;  »'^  '"'-; 

urfU-Ics.  <uhln.ss<s,  inUrvi.  ws,  p..inp..l.h.  uiul  oUu ^ 
a.lvn.,t>.«rH  in  lU.sc  rrsprHs  ,ni«l.l  !..  ^••;;'V|--Uj 
,»t«nUal   iTs.ills,  nn«J  >.lrf=.<ly  pro.l.rlH  ,.    •  ...    f.-, 
pnunisc-  lo  opcml.    mos.  iK.ulUi.Uv.     ll.j-«n,v., 
s,M,rlin«  n.Ml  tn.risl  Irnnu-  ol  .In-  n.m.fry  Ins  .nc 
1  ..ps  :m<l  iM.unds  =..»!  r.isur.s  h.r«.;  .xpn,,!.  Hn  s  , 

ourp-Pl-    This  iH.luv  will  l..cnnl..MM.I.n  11...  h        •. 
sudi  rn-orls  n.ad.-  in  U.is  dim  li....  us  mi  in  lik.ly         « 
diK'livf  of  sidr«|iiiiU'  rclunis. 

PROMOTION  OF  PROSPERITY 

TiKc  l<>  ll»-  l'<'»'»'v  il  '»'<'*  i-«>"^'^»«"»'>'  I" 
assuming  olVicrMlus  (;ov..n.mM,l  will  c.mt.n.«    as  . 

„,„,  nnllaw^in.ii  rlloHH  I..  num.hMM   ll.r  (.ol         h 
and  c<,nn.urdal  prosiurily  l.y  nnryn.^  jml  ^   .In 

conaiv..d;  as  wid  assisl  in  .naintainin«  ^-^  V^^;^^ 
Island  Honu-  f..nvard  aU.nK  the  h.«hway  of  maU n.l 
being  to  an  .vt-.i  «realcr  advance  than  she  has  in»<u 
fur. 


U-, 


THE  BOND  PARTY  IN  OPPOSITION. 

Sir  Robert  Bond,  as  Leader  of  the  Opposition^aH 
failed  to  advance  anv  effective  or  consistent  set  of  ar«u 
mens  which  will  convince  the  electorate  tl-.at  the  present 

^::!n:!;:;  shonh. .>e displaced  in  f-<-<>^;;-  ;^ ;:^;!S: 

«re«aliou  ol  places.. k<  is  who  an-  now  lrym«  lo  d ta       ^uc 
for  lluir  ..wu  n.ds.     riu-  lanunlal.l.-  tadmv  ol   tin-     a.ty 

;  d  P  S  r  Holnrt  Hond  lo  ,iv.  llu-  Colony  a  slron,  a.u   p.- 
;:,.ossivc.  achuinistralion  was  on.  of  •'»-''-    J'''"""  J'  ..'^ 
:,..,shinM  delVal  suslai.u-d  by  his  parly  .n  ^   <'^^;;V;'^^  ^^ 
p..is<.n  with  llK-  brillianl  r.conl  of  the  ''^''»f  ^^,    'f  >     " 
the     brief  spacr     of  lime  since     il  assnnud  ot.ice,     the 
si-  ckness  and  fulility  of  Ihe  Kon<l  parly  are  even  more  ^lar- 
imh     PP^rent  lo-dav  tha^    ..hen  they  were  swept  fn.ni 
>tr    >•  an  incensed  people.     Since  thai  time  Ihe  Bc^cl 
artv  haV     ntlerlv  failed  to  show  any  evidence  that  they 
.v^  learned  the  slern  lesson  of  their  defeat,    or  m  Oppose 

tion  they    have  continued  the    same  ineffectual  -and  lax 

methods     .vhich    distinguished,  them    as    administrators. 

Sma  r^  number,  deficient  in  ideas  and  ideals  of  statesman- 
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.hip,  and  LKkinrt  ihv  Hupporl  <,r  conndcnce  «f  the  country 
„„;.  have  h,  Ihr  AHsnnbly  Hhowed  t  unm-  v.-h  •"^"I  "  >^*^^^^^^^^ 
h.i.llirtt.nl  pn.p<.H..N  or  ndinlnUtrative  actu.ns.  ami  in  the 

HcusHiou  of  public  arrairn  th.y  h«ve,pn,v.n  th.nm.lvc.s 
iZhT..  to  olT.  r  vah.ablc.  or  helpful  M,K«csti<m».  advance 
consU-iM  live  or  worknl.lf  nioasuros,  or  marshal  valid  argu- 
„uM,tH  Pi?ai.-'  pn.iM.Hr.l  U'rfislntion.    A  party  «.  weak  and 

sdL  In  ..ppolitinn  .an  scnrcdy  hop.  h.  appeal  to  the  n,- 
U.Ili«cnt  voters  as  worthy  to  be  plaee.l  hi  positions  ol  power 
and  responsibility. 

THE  OPPOSITION  ALLIANCE. 

fhc  action  or  Sir  Hobert  Bond  in  entering  into  an  alli- 
„„ce  recentlv  is  tl.  final  and  most  convincinfi  "f^wsion  of 
Ihe  fatal  weakness  of  the  opposition  cause     Had  Sjr  K"berl 
,UH\  his  advisors  the  slifthlest  hope  that  they  could  reflain 
the  respect  and  support  of  the  voters  of  Newfoundland  on 
their  own  merits,  they  would  not  have  hampered  them- 
selves   ^^iih    an  ally  who    sooner  or  later    is  bov^d    to 
seriouslv  embarass  them  by  exorbitant  or  impossible  de- 
mands, 'menacing  the  credit,  the  prosperity  and  the  well- 
beinfi  of  the  whole  people.    The  violence  and  viciousness 
disniaved  by  him  in  his  indiscriminate  and  uncalled-for 
attacks  upon   resi)cctablc  and  honored  individuals,  upon 
inn  (.rtant     instilutions  and     classes,  upon  both     poll  i.a 
parties  aiul  numbers  Ihcrcf.  ineluding  Ins  present  political 
Lrlner,  Sir  Itoberl  Hon.l,  .nd  inyseir,  all  furnish  an  ad- 
ditional strong  reason  why  the  pretensions  of  the  Hondites 
|„  „.aain  be  plaeed  in  power  should  be  sternly  and  iinperu- 
livily  rebuked  by  the  pe<»ple's  ballots. 

CONFEDERATION. 

The  insinceiilv  aiuf  untrustworlhiness  (»r  Sir  Hobert 
Bond's  p.r-ileeti«»n  diliverances  is  nowhere  more  striking- 
ly shown  than  in  the  refutation  furnished  by  my  party  and 
myself  to  his  extravagant  and  utle.  y  false  charges  and  pn- 
dielions  that  the  success  of  the -People's  Party  would  be  a 
certain  prelude  to  Confederation.  Sir  Robert  Bond  ,„  his 
manifestoes  .,f  H>()8  and  19l«)  charged  the  People  s  Party 
with  conspiracy-  am'  explicitly  stated  that  .1  he  Liberal 
•  P  ulv  were  defeatec'  '  uin,  bankruptcy  and  Conlederalion 
^youid  be  the  inevi,    .)!.•  result.     In  my  Manifestoes  I  re- 
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and  mvHiir.    TIk-  c  vn.ls        'u  ,u.hI  lour  yrars  h«v.  .nnpb 
v„<h"  lc.1  the  INop.--         -  y,  v..i.ud  our  prnnUHOH.  nn. 

pro,  hrci.s.     r.HUr     '•«•   ilircrtion   ..t    llu-     'cophs   P.uty 
n  ou.Hlh.H.  hns  n.a.U.  su.h  slrnUs  thai  ^lu-    w.s  .U-mon- 

,o  work  oMi  lur  l.i'4lust  «Usliny  .s  a  s.-,,a    .1 ;  rn  .l>.  » 

ro„IV.Uralio„  is  lo-,lav  a  nuav  n  .n.-i.  poss.la hty  lima  ry.r 

1  in  11.0  I.islorv  ol  lia>  n>uat.  y.    No  l.m-i h  ol  sas,.u-.o.. 

"s  .  v.r  lu...  or  n.aKI  Ik   rais.d  against  ilu-  (.ovvrunu-nl  « 

lovaltv  lo  NVvvroUM,lla.al.  aa.l  if  lla-  I'-sn.!  pro.pmty  a.al 

,L.nhnn..or.i.M.<<.i>i«i--'^;---'Vr  ;'';";; 

llu.  .-onlrol  ol   allai.s  l.»  wrak  a.al  nuapabU-  l.aa...,  (.oi,- 
iVdinilioa  can  lu  v»-r  In-  an  issiio  agaia. 

WHAT  TME  FISrIERMEN  llAVE  GAINED. 

„^,.,  ,,,„„  noll.iu«  .Is.  Ihan  Iranslonn  llu-  n>n<l.l.on  o 
nslHrn.n.  fn.n,  what  .xislc.l  lurr  "-  >-;7,:'f  •     /l 

ronuMulKn  llu-  pric.  ol  iish  svas  so  losv  thai  S.r  HojK-r   »..n.l 
U.  u«ht  it  n< Jssary  U.  ..his.  llu-  llslu-rnua,  to  hohl  back 
Mish  in  tin-  bclh  r  that  they  n.i.-.hl  sccun.  a  b.-lU-r  h^urc 
c,r  it.     HH.lav  llu-  lislurn.an  is  ^iUu^  a  h.^'hcr  pre  ;  lor 
bis  catch  than"  .v.r  belorc  in  .his  cunlry,  and  .n  mhhl.on 
is  c.nsiUTd  of  conslanl  cnipl..ynunl  til!  the  s.uny  conns,  in 
uihlin^  branch  railways  an<l  in  other  in<lnslnal  pursn.ls 
Vhich  ";ere  nol  possible  Ihen.     1  nu.^'hl  ponU  out  lurther 
Uu  t  r.Uhou«h  thi  past  lew  years  have  wituesse<l  fisher.es 
"the    Labrador  coast,  that     under  ..Ihcj    circunistancc^ 
would  have  been  followed  by  widespread  depression  and 
disti^ss,  the  situation  was  saved  for  the  country  and  com- 
parative contentment  assured  to  these  people  by  the  labor 
which  ;he  railway  building  provided.         _      ^     .,  , 

Afiain  I  would  point  out  that  the  tariff  reductions  and 
other  advantages  brouj.ht  home  l.>  the  people  by  the  presen 
(;ovcrnment  have  resulted  in  reducing  the  taxes  paub>    In 
iii^^  and  laboring  classes,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  following 
stateinent,  whidi  represents  a  fisherman's  ordinary  account, 


t^' 


giving  the  duties  thereon  w 
he  pjiys  the  present  year: 


20 


7  Bbl.  Flour $<>  "^^ 

4  Bafts  Bri'ad •'>  20 

2  Bbl.  Pork ^G  00 

1  Bbl.  Beet 

120  lbs.  Butler 20 

40  (lals  Molasses l-"* 

200  lbs.  Su^ar 0.") 

40  Hluls.  Salt  ........       1  00 

1  Cask  Kero.  Oil 42  gals. 

1   Box  Tea   ... •'^0  lbs. 

30  lbs.  Currants 07 

20  lbs.  Raisins 00 

12  lbs.  Colfee -^0 

1(K)  lbs.  Beans 05 

28  lbs.  Rice 1  ''^ 

1  Bbl.  Peas 

1  Side  Lealber 20  lbs. 

4  Coils  Manilla 180  lbs. 

1  Box  Soap 

2  Cans  Paint 

1  Cad.  Tobacco 20  lbs. 

3  Suits  Oil  Clothes 2  60 

2  Doz.  Lines 

2  Suits  Men's  Clotlies 

2  Pair  Men's  Boots 

2  Suits  Underclothes 

50  Fms.  Cod  Nettinj?  ...  60 


Amount 

$4.'>  50 

20  80 

52  (K) 

23  00 

24  00 
18  00 
10  00 
61  00 

7  56 
12  00 
2  10 
1 
3 


DUTY  PAYABLE 

■18S2 
$1  75 


00 
00 


80 
60 


5  00       1 


2(1 
.50 
60 


27  00 

3  00 

4  (K) 
12  00 

7  80 
3  50 

11  00 
0  00 
3  (K) 

30  00 


2  70 
6  25 
2  00 

2  52 

3  30 
00 
60 
81 
20 
28 
30 

1  25 

2  18 
80 
30 

6  00 


i9>3 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
60 
60 
50 
07 
30 
00 
18 
45 
30 
6  30 


1 
2 


62 
25 
00 
65 
50 
00 


90 
25 
90 
92 
70 
00 


$414  02  $47  19  23  97 


The  foregoing,  as  I  say,  is  a  copy  of  a  fisherman's  or- 
dinary account,  showing  a  total  of  $414.02.  On  this  he 
paid  duty  in  1882  of  $47.19.  whereas  to-day  the  duty  on  the 
same  account  is  only  123.97,  or,  roughly,  only  half  what  he 
then  had  to  pay.  Of  this  reduction  the  amount  taken  off 
by  the  present  Government  represents  .$14.50,  whil<'  that 
eftVeted  by  the  Bond  Covermuenl  was  only  .$9.42.,  and  in 
tl  :\  ease,  as  I  previously  pointed  onl.  duties  were  increased 
on  other  articles  lo  n'.ake  up  this  amount. 
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THE  RAILWAY  POLICY. 

Our  opi)oii.  nls  are  concentrating  their  criticism  against 
the  present  (lovernment  on  its  railway  policy,  and  charging 
that  these  railways  are  unnecessary.  The  whole  history  of 
the  railway  enterprise  in  this  Colony  emphatically  disproves 
that  argument,  and  1  might  remind  the  electors  that  in  its 
earlier  davs  the  "Fishermen's  Advocate"  was  the  strongest 
supporlerOf  the  railway  policy  inaugurated  hy  us,  and  that 
some  of  Sir  Robert  Bond's  supporters  in  the  Legislature 
were  outspoken  in  their  advocacy  of  these  railways  while 
he  himself  thirty  years  ago  proposed  in  the  Assembly  the 
construction  of  some  of  the  branches  now  being  built. 

In  1882,  before  we  built  a  mile  of  railway  in  New- 
foundland, our  revenue  was  about  $1,()00,(K)0.  To-day, 
19i:{,  our  revenue  is  i?  1,(»00,()0().  In  1882  wages  were  80  cents 
a  dav  fish  $3.00  per  quintal  and  the  people  were  flying  out 
c,f  the  countrv.  To-day  wages  are  from  $1.50  to  $2.r)0  per 
dav  fish  is  $6.r>0,  and  our  people  are  returning  to  the  coun- 
try Sinc<>  1882  we  have  been  able  to  place  flour,  molasses, 
tea,  sugar,  pork,  beef,  kerosene  oil,  salt,  lines  and  twines, 
cordage,  hay,  agricuUu.al  implements,  machinery,  motor 
engines,  gasolel^e  for  fishermen,  and  a  number  ol  «)ther 
articles  on  the  free  list. 

In  the  face  of  these  convincing  facts  will  anyone  say 
that  railwav  construction  has  not  been  the  saviour  of  New- 
foundland? Whv,  if  all  this  prosperity  and  advancement 
had  been  accomplished  without  placing  these  articles  on  the 
free  list,  but  continuing  our  old  tariff,  it  would  have  been  a 
splendid  result;  but  to  have  achieved  it  and  reduced  taxa- 
tion  to  our  people  $800,000  annually,  almost  staggers  one. 
With  regard  to  branch  railway  expenditure,  the  whole 
of  Uie  interest  charge  so  far  is  only  $210,000,  and  we^obtaui 
half  of  this  by  the  royalty  on  ore  exported  from  Bell  Is- 
land, and  the  other  half  by  the  increase  in  Crown  Lands 
revenue  tliat  has  followed  upon  our  policy  since  taking 


office. 


IN  CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  would  put  it  to  you  th« 
this  countrv  of  ours  has  to  deci.le  lo-<lay  whether  she  wi 
support  a  policy  of  progress  and  advancemei.t  that  will 
provide  empU.ymenl  for  her  people  which  will  give  them 
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lanter  compensation  than  they  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
secure;  which  will  develop  her  dormant  resources,  and  b\ 
J  >  doing  retain  her  younji  people  at  home;  or  whether,  on 
t)u«  othc  r  hand,  she  wiU  -ive  herself  over  to  conditions  ot 
:  .•.jjnation,  depressi(H.,  socialislic  and  revolutionary  theor- 
ies, and  aUow  even  lawless  anarchism  to  hold  sway  witlun 

her  bonlers.  . 

For  progress  and  advancement,  for  greaUr  prosperity 
and  more  widespread  coiilenlment  amongst  our  people,  the 
partv  which  I  have  the  honor  to  lead  stands  to-day  as  five 
years  ago,  and  its  record  spiaks  For  ilseir.  Arraye<l  against 
it  is  a  palchwork  combination  eHeeled  at  the  last  moment 
l,v  men  who  have  no  |)olicy  in  common  except  to  secure 
public  ollice,  and  who,  il'  they  were  to  be  entrusted  with 
l!,e  reins  of  power,  must  eventually  work  clisasler  to  llie 

Colony.  ,.  ,  .      T 

On  behalf  of  the  Pe(.ple's  Party  and  its  candidates  I 
solicit  vour  voles  at  the  coming  eleclion.  Tiie  decision  must 
rest  Willi  you  and  vou  alone.  Will  you  vote  for  a  continu- 
ance of  tlie  good  times,  the  high  wages,  the  glowing  pros- 
pects we  now  rejoice  in,  or  will  you  vote  fm  a  cl1>»nge  with 
the  certainly  of  stagnalion,  revolution^  and  wholesale 
emigration? 

Yours  faithfullyf 


E.  P.  MORRIS. 


V     ; 


St.  John's,  October  6th,  1913. 
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